Climate Justice: Ethics, Energy, and Public Policy

Study Guide
Chapter 5, U.S. Climate Policy
Possible discussion questions:

1. This chapter uses the four ecojustice norms and the climate policy guidelines introduced in chapter one to conduct an ethical assessment of U.S. climate policy proposals. The chapter begins by summarizing a report produced by the Environmental Justice and Climate Change Initiative. What are the main concerns raised by the authors of this report?

2. What would you identify as three key historical milestones in U.S. climate policy?

3. Much of this chapter focuses on the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009, which passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 219-212 on June 26, 2009. How does the author utilize the ecojustice norms and climate policy guidelines to assess the following three key aspects of the bill: 1) Emission targets, 2) Distribution of Emission Allowances, and 3) Offset provisions? 
4. What would you say are the main obstacles to passing climate policy legislation in the U.S. Senate?

5. Would you delete, revise, or expand any of the climate policy guidelines introduced in chapter one?
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